
1

RIGHT 
TO 
THE 
CITY

YOUTH
DESIGN 
CHALLENGE  



2 3

Image: Jackie Henderson addresses a crowd of 500 at a Women’s Liberation rally 
at Nathan Phillips Square, Date: August 26, 1970, Photographer: Reg. Innell, 

Background  5

The Task  11

Prizes and Celebration  13

Resources Available  13

Timeline  16

Eligibility  17

Submission Guidelines  17

CONTENTS



4 5

Image: Triumphs and Laments by William Kentridge, 2016-2023;  
Photographer: Sebastiano Luciano, Editor: Maria Venegas Raba

BACKGROUND 

Publica CIC is running a design challenge for young women, girls 
and non-binary youth who live in, study in, work in or visit the City 
of London. We want to understand where you hang out in the City, 
how you move through it, and most importantly how safe you feel 
whilst in public spaces. We also want to understand your hopes and 
dreams about what the City could look and feel like, what activities 
and opportunities might be available to you and how you would like 
to use the spaces on offer. 

The people who are currently in charge of women and girls’ safety 
in the City of London admit that at the moment they have a poor 
understanding of the daily lived experiences of women and girls 
– and that violence against women and girls (VAWG) is a ‘hidden 
phenomenon’. 1 They say this is due to the fact that it is difficult for 
women and girls to report their experiences as well as the fact that 
there are so many visitors (500,000 every day!).

This design challenges gives young women, girls and non-binary 
youth the opportunity to share their experiences in the City, and 
make suggestions about how their vision for a safer, more inclusive, 
and engaging City can become a reality.  

And the Lady Mayoress, Elisabeth Mainelli, will be listening! She 
said: “One of my key aims this year is to prevent violence against 
women and girls in the City”. 

By participating in this design challenge, you can be part of the 
change to make the City a better, safer and more joyful place for 
young people. 

1  City of London (2019), “Violence Against Women and Girls Strategy 2019-2023: A Strategy for the Whole Community” Available at: 
https://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/assets/Services-DCCS/city-of-london-violence-against-women-and-girls-strategy.pdf 

https://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/assets/Services-DCCS/city-of-london-violence-against-women-and-girls-strategy.pdf
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WHERE IS THE CITY  
OF LONDON? 

The City of London is only a small part of our capital city, 
sometimes called ‘the square mile.’ It contains the ancient centre 
of London as well as many of the newest tall buildings. Famous 
landmarks include St Pauls Cathedral, The Guildhall, London Stock 
Exchange, Leadenhall Market and the Gherkin.

City of London 
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CREATE A POSTER  
For this design challenge, we would like you to pick a space in the City 
of London that you think could be improved in terms of you feeling 
more safe and more joyful. It might be a space you pass through all 
the time, one in which you hang out with your friends, or one you 
would love to visit more if it were designed differently. 

We invite participants to create an A3 Poster (saved and submitted 
as a JPG) capturing an image of how this space could be transformed 
to make you feel safer and more joyful. This could be a collage or a 
drawing, you could take photographs or even rubbings of the spaces 
around the City of London, you might also be inspired by other places 
you have seen or been to around the world. 

The image and the ideas don’t have to be realistic. We don’t want you 
to worry about scale, proportion or whether the ideas are practical 
– we really want to get a sense of how you want to feel and some 
exciting and imaginative ideas that might make this possible. The 
poster is to be submitted with an accompanying description (max 200 
words) outlining what the City of London is currently like for you, and 
what you would like it to be like.

Your A3 JPG Poster submission should include: 
• An image: collage/ drawing /photograph or other 2D visual that 

describes your ideal public space in the City of London, where you 
would feel safe and happy. 

Additional text, submitted as an A4 PDF, to include: 
• A title for your poster
• Your name, age and pronouns
• A description (up to 200 words) of how you currently feel in the 

City of London, and how your proposed design/ image would 
improve your experiences. You might describe what the space 
would offer and how it would make you feel. The description can 
be written in the form of a poem, prose or as a list of words and it 
should also outline what media/materials have been used in the 
creation of the poster.   

SUBMISSION   
The submission format is JPG, A3 Portrait: 29.7 x 42 cm

The JPG should be min 2 MB / max 10 MB 

Your text will need to be submitted as a PDF, A4 Portait: 21 x 29.7 cm

 

29.7 cm

42 cm

TITLE

29.7 cm

21 cm
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EXAMPLES OF  
DESIGN IDEAS 

Photography - Colombe Schools by Simone Veil

Photography -  Lunar Sway by Rochelle Haley

Collage - Arnold Circus by Mother Design

Mixed Media - The Town Square by Sthuthi Ramesh 
and Samar Maakaroun

Drawing - Fontanello by Motopropio

Collage - Granary Square by Sthuthi Ramesh and 
Samar Maakaroun

Mixed Media - La ropa sucia se lava en casa by Tatiana 
Bilbao

Drawing - Millenium Kebabs by Lottie Cassidy

Shortlisted submissions will be exhibited at our celebration event 
in June 2025, where senior representatives from the City of 
London will be listening to your experiences and ideas – as well 
as thinking together about what interventions they should be 
prioritising. Three entries will be selected as winners and will be 
awarded prizes, to be announced.

To assist you in completing this task, we’ve provided a 
collection of resources designed to make creating your 
A3 poster both simple and enjoyable. These include: 
  
• A video describing the challenge, available early 

February 

• Images of the City of London you can use as  
a starting point and background to your poster

These are all available on Publica’s website. 

RESOURCES AVAILABLE  

PRIZES &  
CELEBRATION 
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STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE TO 
GET YOU STARTED:
Here’s a step-by-step guide to get you started and help you create an 
engaging and visually appealing A3 poster using the resources provided.  

1. Understand the Challenge 
Read this brief carefully to get a clear understanding of the objectives of the 
challenge. Take notes on any specific themes, feelings, ideas, features, sites 
that arise as you read this. 
 
2. Reflect on your current experience 
Reflect on your current experience of the public space in the City of London. 
Use pen and paper to note down your reflections. Respond to the following 
questions to guide your reflection:  
y Where do you go and hang out in the City of London? 
y What are your current experiences of public spaces? How do you feel in 
those spaces?  
y What are the causes of those feelings? (e.g. features, activities, time of day, 
sounds, lights, greenery)  

3. Explore your hopes and what could be different: 
Now that you have captured your current experience, take note of your hopes, 
aspirations and dreams for what could be different in those same spaces in 
the City of London. Use the following questions to guide your reflection: 
→ How would you like to feel in those spaces?   
→ What would those spaces look like?  
→ What would you be able to do in those spaces?  
  
4. Identify the site you want to re-envision  
Use a photograph of the site you have reflected upon or look through the 
images of the City of London we provided, to find a site that aligns to your 
experience and vision. Use this image as a base and reference point for your 
poster. If no present image aligns to your intention, go on site, in the City of 
London, and take a photograph of the site you intend to re-envison.  
TIP: If you are unable to visit your site, we suggest visiting the site virtually 
using Google Street View and take a screenshot of the view of the site you like 
the most! 

5. Prepare all the material you may need to create your poster 
Pens, pensils, glue, tape, scissors, paper, magazines, newspapers, cutouts, 
stickers, printouts, your own sketches, photography etc.

1.  

 

 

6. Plan your content 
Draft the main text for the description and visual elements for your poster, 
making sure they align with the challenge requirement and enhance your 
objectives. As you craft your poster, use the image and the text to answer 
the following questions:  
y What does the space look like? What features characterise it and what 
activities would are happening there?  
y What are you and your friends doing in this space and how does the space 
make you feel?

7. Assemble your poster  
Prepare your A3 portrait paper ready to start planning your collage. Bring all 
elements together in the composition of your A3. 
TIP 1: We suggest developing your background first, adding specific features, 
greening or built elements and finally adding people and activities.   
TIP 2: Choose a harmonious colour palette that enhances the content and 
draws attention. 
 
8. Compile your text and title on an A4 portrait  
Title your artwork and compile a short description (max 200 words) outlining 
your lived experience of the City of London and your vision or hope for the 
future. This can be prose, a poem or a collection of keywords. The text can 
be included as part of the poster or it can be separate. Save this as an A4 
portratit PDF. 

 
9. Review, refine and submit 
Double-check all the challenge requirements are met and submit your 
Poster and Description to righttothecity@publica.co.uk, as outlined in the 
guidelines.   

10. Have Fun! 
Enjoy the creative process. Experiment with layouts and styles, and let your 
personality, identity, needs, experiences and hopes shine through. If you 
have any queries, please email righttothecity@publica.co.uk.
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TIMELINE

27th January

26th May 

June 
(exact date TBC) 

February  -  April 

Applications Open

Publica will be running 
a series of workshops to 
support young people 
with their submission. 
If you would like to 
participate in these, 
please contact us at  
righttothecity@publica.
co.uk. for details of times 
and locations.

Shortlist Announced

Cebration event + 
Winners announced

The Youth Design Challenge will be running from January to May 
2025, with a final celebration event in June 2025. 

5th May Applications Close

ELIGIBILITY 

SUBMISSION  
GUIDELINES 

This challenge is open to any young woman, girl or non-binary 
youth who lives in, studies in, works in or visits the City of London. 
The submissions will be grouped and evaluated in three categories:  

• Ages 11–15

• Ages 16–18

• Ages 19–21

To apply, please send your submission to  
righttothecity@publica.co.uk. Your submission should include:  
 
A3 Portrait - Poster as a JPG (Dims: 29.7 x 42 cm) (min 2 MB / max 
10 MB). This is to include:  
y A visual: A drawing, painting, collage, photograph or 
photomontage (or any other 2D visual format) that describes a 
dream place to hang out/play with friends in The City of London.  

A4 Portrait - Description as a PDF (Dims: 21 x 29.7cm). This is to 
include:  
y A title for your poster 
y Your name, age and pronouns 
y A short description (max 200 words) of how you currently feel in 
the City of London. What do you do? How do you feel? This can be 
prose, a poem or a collection of keywords. 
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